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"Hey TD'ers! No lie.  This study took Sandra and I over 10 hours to write. And the message took me over 10 hours to prepare, honestly using time I really didn't have to give.  It is a labor of love.  Why tell you this? We are committed to giving our best so that you would have the best chance possible to know God and His Word deeply and powerfully.  If you consistently give His Word the proper attention and reverence, and come to Him ready for Him to have His way with you, you will experience powerful and sweet transformation in your life.  PLEASE, PLEASE work on this study prayerfully  and energetically everyday this week - just 15-20 minutes a day.  Try it.  Give God what He deserves from you.  He has given you His best.  You'll be better, small groups will be better, TD will be better, and God will be more blessed. Please! I'll be praying for you." - Arthur

Inerrant.  Infallible.  Incomparable.  Incredible.  Incontrovertible.  Indestructible.  Indispensible.  Inspired.  These are bold claims, but TRUE claims about God's Word, the Bible.  There is nothing else in this world that even comes close to the Bible.  The Bible gives us an accurate assessment of God, origins, why we are here, the right values to live by, and our future destiny.  It gives us an accurate view of God's character, heart, and plan for this world.  It not only tells us about life, but tells us how to live life in a way that will please God and pass the test.  The Bible is indispensible in helping us make sense of life and can help shape the way to rightly view life.
 The Bible Shapes Our View of the World

Genesis 1:31 says, "And God saw everything that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day."

1. What evidence do you see around you that the world is good?  Do you see other evidence that the world is not good?  In what ways do you see the effects of sin on God's good world?


In Friday's message, Arthur mentioned two ways the Greeks and Pagans view the world and the body, both of which result from a low view of the body:
Hedonism - the ethical theory that pleasure (in the sense of the satisfaction of desire) is the highest good and proper aim of human life.  They believe that the body doesn't really touch the soul, and since the it's only the body, and the body is ultimately valueless, you may as well feed its urges and desires since it doesn't matter anyway.  Your pursuit of pleasure doesn't have eternal implications.

Asceticism - severe avoidance and self-discipline of all forms of indulgence in order to provide freedom from fleshly compulsion or temptation.  The body takes away from the pure life of the mind and is thus evil and wicked.  Thus, they starve their body from pleasures in order to escape its pull, hoping to live a pure life.
2. Which view do you tend to gravitate towards in your own life?  Do you tend to see your body and its desires in a positive or negative way?
3. What virtues can you find in these views?  At what point do you think they can go too far?  
4. Write what you think the proper Christian view ought to be regarding the body.  Give biblical grounds to support your view.

5. Pastor John Piper considers himself a Christian hedonist.  Sound like a contradiction in terms?  Click on this link to read about "Christian hedonism." and share your thoughts.  Do you think there is biblical support for this? 

http://www.desiringgod.org/about/our-distinctives/our-beliefs/what-is-christian-hedonism
The Bible Shapes Our View of Work


Gen 2:2 states,  "And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made." 

6. What does that tell us about the nature of work?  What is significant about the fact that God created work before the Fall?  
7. On Friday, we discovered that most TD'ers have a negative view of work.  In fact, I think we'd probably find that most people in our land have a negative view of work.  Why do you think that is?

8. What is work anyway?  When does work become … well, work?  What would you say the difference is between work and play?  And when does play become work? 
9. Read the following verses and jot down the key point of each verse
a. 1 Cor. 10:31

b. Col. 3:17

c. Col. 3:23

When the Bible gives us commands in the Bible, they are not merely suggestions.  They are directives that God expects us to start obeying … immediately!  That's not always easy, however, as it often takes on a drastically different path than we have been heading.
10. What adjustments do you need to make in your life so that your attitude and your work can be more pleasing to God?

11. Arthur said that all work ought to be sacred, that there isn't really spiritual work and secular work.  
a. What would have to happen for that to be true?  (i.e. How can accounting, law, being a photographer, etc. be considered spiritual work?) 
b. We often consider being a pastor or a missionary to be "spiritual work," but are there times where even being a pastor or missionary can become secular?  
c. Are some jobs inherently "more spiritual" than others?  Are there jobs where your Christian worldview get stifled?   Or ones where your worldview can be better expressed?  

The Bible shapes Our View of Human Beings
12. Arthur has shown us Jackson Pollock's No. 5, 1948 - the painting that sold for $140,000,000.  
a. How was the worth of this painting determined?  Are there objective standards to worth, or is it determined by each individual (i.e. it may be worth a lot to you, but not to me?)  
b. Would you pay that much for the painting?  What if you knew that it was painted by a genius?  What if you knew that it actually sold for this much and, in fact, would resell for more than this?  Would that change its value to you?  
c. Anybody could put a price tag on their painting.  You could even say that your painting is worth $1,000,000,000, but is it?  What would confirm your evaluation of your price tag?
13. Are human beings inherently valuable?  Why or why not?  What is the worth of man based on?  Is it dependent on society's view of the man?  
14. In ancient times, the value of a coin was inextricably linked with the image of the ruler that was stamped on it.  The more powerful the ruler, the more valuable the coin.  Read Mark 12:14-17.  
a. How does this passage help our objective understanding on why we are valuable?

b. Read Romans 5:8.  How does this verse further help our objective understanding of the value of man?  
Coram Deo - The Bible Shapes Our View of the Future


What actually is the present?  As soon as you read this, that present has already moved into the past.  Time puts us on a treadmill where there is almost no such thing as the present.  The past is history and the future is something that we can anticipate.  
15. Arthur said, "What you do in the present immediately becomes the foundation of your past, upon which your future will be built - EVERYTHING."

a. Look at your past and objectively, name 5 things that characterize your life in the past.   
b. How have those things in your past influenced your present?  Do you at times feel "stuck" because of the decisions you have made in the past?  

Would you go on a driving trip to Washington, DC (your future) without looking at a map, setting your GPS, or asking for directions?  What would happen if you just started driving, making decisions as you go?  You'd do a lot of wandering.  It may seem fun at first, in the daytime, perhaps, but it would get old after a while, and scary when it's dark and you're in a scary neighborhood, hearing gun shots.  I suspect you'd really like to know where you are and would value directions that would lead you through safe neighborhoods towards your destination.  


Sadly, this is precisely how many Christians live their lives, vaguely knowing their destination, wandering around aimlessly without really looking forward to their future and ultimate destination.  But God is at work and not only has planned our destination, but has given us directions on how to get there.  It's all in the Bible.  
16.  Read Jeremiah 29:11 and Romans 8:29.  If you are a Christian, THIS IS YOUR FUTURE! 
a. If you're a Christian, how should this impact the way you live in the present?  
b. Are you trusting God with your future, or are you fighting with Him, trying to set your own goals and plans apart from Him?  

c. A piece of advice from me to you: Don't fight with God.  You will not win.  Are there any specific changes you need to make in your life NOW?
